
_. 'Y>'\': _\- ._‘:~_, . ». .- q_ V. . ,_»~ ...: .. 
_ 

L -h_~ -- »_‘_ .- 

_ fv .;. _7‘ . . 411,1 . 

I 

._ .9- _ ____’__, . ,.._‘_ .. _ (o‘__ ,. .4-1,; 2%; ._,’_ A_!\.._ W Mn q’ 
-_ 

-'."'1;.; __ 3; _ 

~' ».< » :,< 
, _ . 1:_".:‘ » ~-» ' 

1 Q- '. _» 
' 1'5 l - -"AI-1"» .; 

-* J»: -P.-..~;~<>=. .;“\f,;»1_’,~_~f..-5“. i I’; Y’ 
'1 » . ._ _ -Q *1 1' .- * rw ,» 1 

W1 “ — "‘“=- Q ._ ._v_;, 

4; 
e / . ~ Approved for Release: 2019/04/17 C03293621 /‘"3 ' 

=5;-K-; ~_>y*g , ?'x,*1‘;¢.. .-§'_;- 
e ~.;_ 

' ;;_‘ _r "1. 
_ -,; 11» _ 

~ 
<_ 

§~ _. -A-J‘:;‘,‘?*‘ ,~~ ,;...1;.',',~. ' 

'_ ' 

_ ; 
" 

. . _;W.: .~_ . .' i .. I -_>'_ __,,~~v_;9_-- ~ _ .,‘,~-1;. 

,. _ . 

» 

' 

I _, .» ._ =-I -.;~ _. 1 -- v 

. __ _:_\.7 _ ,1».-.2.~..;" " '“ M ’ EO 5- 1 8, N 

1 :5. 

-..

F 

t. 

__ ‘ _;,__ V-.. » ‘ J _ . 
_ _ _‘ 

_ _ 
7 . ~ . 

‘ _ _. .. 
V 

» _.‘. - 

>. . , _ 
~ - . 

- ~ 
... _ _ \ . V 

- 1. 1 . . . _ ,.._ _ 

V 
.. 

‘ 
-_ _- ‘ 

_f > 

". 
,. 

" 
_ .. _;- _ , ._ " ._., v_ >~_._ :___(, 

. 
- e 

. 
A ~ 

; 
e 

. . 3526 - ' 
_ ; -1.-¢._ .. 

- 
, -> ,;.- . ._,_ ..-. - > 

,_ -1;. 
" ‘ w /1 . , E -, .; -. -'1"-r.¢> ... 

~ 

M 
. 

*~ ‘ C. 
-,~ - 1 . ~ . 

=~ 

. 
*- -;,~;~.. ./~I .. 

" '
‘ V 'P\ - -. 

'7 > J. ~ J \- “ M 
-\ .. 

‘ ' 

- ~-~- ,.. ., .1 ' ’ 

: -. =.'.'P' 4 \ 
. ~ wu ‘°' 

. _ ' ‘ 

_ V 
_ 

~ ~ 

ft; ‘V11 _ 
" 

._ ..¥_p _ ‘"-' “ 
~ 1. ._* mmmnmmm 

_ 

< 

. 
.» 

_ . _. v -. ",‘Y°v ,.__{ ., _ £:»‘..,,. . _ .-__ -1-.:j:,. -' " :.-_-.. ‘ 1' 
~¢ >_." ,.\, -» 

; _, . , ,_, __,~ ,, 
_ 

f 
" 

1 .» ~ '_— '. -1.)-~) 3.77:. 
_ 

- 1 ‘V 
_ .?,,,_v Km» -‘ :' ;>~1," “ ‘ '7 

’,,\ ,, _ _‘.~:,,.‘ _ -z..'"~_ . 
_ 

_' >/0% 
' -.‘3""'- ‘V 

* '7?‘ 
'1 

"" ‘-"T-' V '. ">7 ' l ' .. 
' 

.11‘ 7:4; vi P“"" ‘ J‘ ' _ 
.w':"_:}:~ f’ 

’ ' ~ ' '1‘ 1- ~v~- 6<v\',, . 1-’ ‘ 
~-. \ ~..'. 

~.. - 94' ’\m , suasmrmwm "firde:.u1‘.Battiu"'P:~ab1un r - 
_ .,._ 

~ ~ " -'~' ' —- ~ -'1 -.._. -~.;~ . _, 

. . 
_ 1- A , -» --, . 1 -. . __,.;:. - ; ‘x 1-. 

_ , 
»‘ _ " <_. . - <-,,.:~.. ‘~.-,.-- - -»..f‘ '-~ cf ‘, - > "1,.- . 

~ ¢~:;;- ; 
' »~ - .47 ~v . . . . ,,. 

. -¢ ~ I x , -_ w...,.. . 
~ ..,_._ » 

_ 
. 

~.;.;'*"‘=“11 7 
> 

V 

' 
I 

__ 1:1? .. 
' 

V _V 
; 

5 -L-A V f=»’._., I". '_,_ ._: 
_ ._ 

" V 
-' 

j I5 1?, ;#*_<-_.» .¢;>‘;_,__, -,1 ._- _’_.:;
' 

' 4 J.‘-5' ‘J 
. 

'- 
‘ 

/-r=. ¢ .;.- »:.",@.-£..»" -’P.~-!-;-"¢’??- 5...‘ < 
-~~- v" ;TPr. - 

' 

~ 1* , ..‘:»=;¥;‘ :f;.»‘“*r- ~ 
-7?"?-‘ .=;1 ' ~_-é -V1-.~ 5 '1’ ‘:9 . , 

' 
‘ 
*' 

,_ 
'-. . .> .\ "B. » ~ i v 1» - 

" ". "__ 
..» V, . 

‘_ 
,' 1 - .~ 

. ; . ;_, ~-_ . >‘ ~ 
.-5 ;5,._~ '7-1', ». 4' ,_¢ - My »%@~v ‘ . M 

. __ I _;,_§'.|,f, 
l ._-- * *, - 

V 

. ,.' ' __‘ -, -,(_ .__ , .,.,,.,,~¢__‘ ’@ K 
. 

- ~,_:-;;¢_\5!I ; 
- 1. 

-4;.-k,‘ -., I .~~. -.-v -wt» ' 

5 1;. - /. »¢.,;. ‘qr a _ 
~ ,,., , 1..-~' . -~ ,,, '_i,. . _.,. 

"- WE 
. , _ ..»_,>__. _»_._. _ 

. »_ -.1-.,._'_’ > 
_' .-f_,_ -».__. -_ >_ 

>- 
_ -5,?‘ ,_ 

»‘ In. J ‘V. 7., 
D 4‘ 

tho avidencz hedindiczzad that 
Ian;-ataiadthag aancsptual and mathndoiagical appmichu to‘ thc Gammuniat ‘

¢ 

Grader niliatflc in Vietnam‘ had had ta l.<c.onsistent.un1d.u:'atatuin¢nt of 
unnmy-military and political strength. This nevi-evidence» was derived tram 

.

* 

the wealth of captured document! acquired from enemy haadquartara elements 
ova:-run by Allied opandona since 1966, supplezzznmtad by intcrrogatioas in . 

depth oi mmoroas capflvea and ddacto-rs... Accordingly, car knowledge oi . 

tho nrganisation, campeaition, strength and role: 0£ thn varinus components . 

of the Cauzmunlst pniitieal-military Io:-can has inermsed dramatically in U181.“ 
pant two y-Qua. 

_ 

A 

’ 

‘I 

-' 

3. The intalligczma community has nought tcfrecaacile this new body 
of exdéancc with the official ax-der of battle holdings develepad in Saigon by 
3-1?. MAW’. Became oi his greater access to the raw intalligeniza data,‘ his -- 

iarger analytical resources, and his éirect command responsibility for - 

assessing Communiaiz capabilities and Btrengthl, the Waahington cammunity 
had largalcy deferred; to 3’-2 MACVQ analyses. In mid-1967, however, during 
the 1’::I.’$§.>l2"3l;iOB of NIE 14.. 3- 67 ("Capabilities of the Viemamaaa Communists 
for Fifiing in. South Vietnam“), the ‘Waahingtaa community p3."Op08Qd an upward 
revision mi the atrellgfll figures in several categories based on the n/aw evidence 
J-2 cmmtered with morn eonsurvativa figures, and the strengths finally 
puhfiaboé in the ‘NIB rep:-eaentefi a ccmpramiaepaneiing further detailed 
research cm various aspects of the problem both in Sagan and in Waahington... 
{J-2 Iv£AGV'a previous holdings are listed in Goluzzm A in the atmched table: 
the agznmdt N133 figures are listed in Column B.) 

3. 
’ I-2 2*-v1A€"v' mibaequenily adjusted the agzmad figures to omit the 

spread, their new figures tending mward the iower and oi the seals- .. (Column 
£1 in the attached table lists M.AC‘V's pr:-Tet adjusted holdings.) "The-an and 
subsequent adjustmanta were rationalized on the basis of a. systematic accuunaing 
#<3.}_”:*§11'Q8Ch which deduct: "lmown" enemy loans from the assessed strength oi’ 
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specific units and Iofca components. s1=¢.<m¢ Washington: “
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community Aslrcadyhaé serioua :0 Iervatiaas eencarning tlm completeness" of tha~~-fi 
data bun, it was kit that this bc<akkceping.m.athoda1og7Tcxace:batad tha problem; 
oi recuacilimg tbs aw cvidancn with tbs aifiaially "a::cag;!nd;" figural; A
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- 4;; £311: uwéullzlataflaci zolpa;-ch in; racaat mantis: cm. various ¢Qtl1pOfl€l-‘I-$5~~ 

of than _Gbn¥inauai:t 1'0l‘¢&:l!l'1I.¢‘lnl'_I has lad-ta‘ avanclnéa that their Itramgtha 
befiuro. flu. 136% offuiuivé -- were aubataatially higher thud M.&£2V'i holdings.

< 

(Czdnmn B in tho attached tabla Hit! aux strdngth esfimatca. ¥ -.,BiIwa 1‘Qt;'~3§-'12» MAC? 1u‘u~,1'urt11er'ui1aItad his balding: cf. exwmy-11::/agth;s-ta acmuuz for j 

reportaévfiammufiili-' lénuvané ‘allow tor thi bulated accsptanca o£_ apiditianat if ;1 

NYE. trfibpi W§3i.6h1Ifii.1‘l1’l¥8€l_iD-3 ,1 ilm Dccanhoae and J ia:i§!xy'..7 (M;ACY"p 
curra'ntJ§cflust1;d holzfings arc listen! in E 01' flu tahli, 1;. 

' “ 
‘1*7';;jf:_; 

.~ 

@a:.-tiy eonmaptaual, and partly ph11owphica1_.. nu: a maria: o£ €&hu1&ting~;~ <1 
methodologitel which raqnirc "hacrd avidcnca" reflecting multiple: coaiixmaticm. ' 

beiormnnitm are "accepted" in the aria: of battle. Although cuchmethodul 3 , - 

8-‘fi3\l1'I cafleiul analyst: at theme:-king isvel. thay fin mt produce hast eatimatnm 
oi an actual state of affairs and iaavltabiy lag" behind current reality. 1 This has 
been garticmxlarly true with 1-egarei to administrative service and guerrilla ’_ 

strengths, whats thd evidence is admittedly lass cemcluaiva than £0: Main and ‘, » 

Local Form: alamsnfn. As £0-r the political infrastructure, cu: problcm is to s ii > 

somn extent on: of clumsy deiinitiana which ancompasa mars than hard core 1
’ 

leadership but exclude many full-time activists. Moraovar, MAC? is 
adamantly cmpaaad to any quantified uutimata of “Lrragulara. '"‘ The philosophical 
problazn dc:r‘i'fl:8 from our deal:-u to give the clan-eat poaaibie pigmro of the A

~ 

total e~n¢n:.y threat which iraquently conflicts with MACV'a duire to maximize 
the appaarance of uperational progress and raiuctancn to acmowladge past 
estiznafiva ‘ermrs. ‘ 

A 

’ ’ 

6. A mare immoclizte problam -=~ since the Tet nifansiva -- remit: ' 

from MACH": dgducting tha entire raperied KIA total. from its military flttangth 
holdings. -'.l‘hus,. aver: after “ar:ce?ing“ about 2€!,.B06 HVA tsmepu, 1»iACV'a J ~ 

st:-em.gth' figural wen: reduced by about Z1, 800. We hava not yet adjnstori am? .-
" 

pre-Tat asizimata In: tosses sine: I February because: (a) there is no clear » 

evidence pm-mitfing a~ break-out oi the rapevrted Koala! against the various -

- 

£0-rce: compaaenta, and (b) there in yet no evidance permitting a firm assessment 
02 the eactent to which than leans have bean offset by intensified recruiting _ 

and iacreazsed infiltration. Wu fad strongly, he-waver, that whatever KIA 
iigux-a.;ia mud -- and we have action: reservations regarding the reported 
figurufl -- it should be attzritod against all enemy forcna (i. u. , the tatal 
"insurgenc-y base"), and mt against the select groups used by MACV; - 

-3- 
n r-An-r"‘F 
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